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Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 89 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of 

Directors of the Astronomical Society of the 

Pacific, held in the Rooms of the Society, on 

Saturday, November 27, 1897, at 2 p.m. 

Mr. Pierson presided. A quorum was present. 

The purpose of the meeting being the First Award of the Bruce 
Gold Medal, the letters received from the Directors of the six nomina- 
ting Observatories were submitted by the Secretary. After a careful 
consideration of the recommendations contained in these letters, the 
selection of the Medalist was made by ballot, and the following certifi- 
cate of bestowal was signed by all Directors present: — 

San Francisco, November 27, 1897. 

First Award of the Bruce Medal. 

We, the undersigned Directors of the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific, hereby certify, that, in accordance with the Statutes for the 
bestowal of the Bruce Medal, a special meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors was held this day, at 2 o'clock p.m., for the purpose of awarding 
the medal for the year 1898; and that, the provisions of the Statutes 
relating to its bestowal having been complied with, the medal was 
awarded to — 

SIMON NEWCOMB 

for Distinguished Services to Astronomy, by the consenting votes ot 

eight Directors. 

Signed: Wm. M. Pierson, Frederick H. Seares, 

Fremont Morse, Rose O'Halloran, C. D. Perrine, F. R. Ziel, 
E. S. Holden (by proxy), C. M.- St. John (by proxy). 

Adjourned. 

On January i, 1898, the Secretary addressed a letter to Professor 
Newcomb, notifying him of the action taken by the Directors. The 
following letter of acceptance was received on January 17th: — 

Washington, January 11, 1898. 
Mr. F. R. Ziel, Secretary. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your com- 
munication of the 1st inst., apprising me that the Board of Directors of 
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific had awarded me the first 
Bruce Gold Medal, being that for the year 1898. It gratifies me 
extremely to know that this should have been the result of so admirable 
a method of selection as that prescribed in your statutes. I beg that you 
will assure the Board of Directors of my very high appreciation of such 
an honor from my own Country, and of the pleasure with which I 
signify my acceptance. 

Yours most respectfully, 

Signed: Simon Newcomb. 



